
Campus Coronavirus Closures Result in Faster Bond Work for Eastside High Schools 
 
Capital improvement projects at several eastside high schools, which were approved with the 
passing of the $750 million 2017 bond election, are well underway. Design, construction and 
renovation work is proceeding at an unanticipated pace due to campuses being closed to staff and 
students during the Coronavirus outbreak. Almost $200 million of the bond budget is dedicated 
to improvements at Eastern Hills, Dunbar, Polytechnic and O.D. Wyatt high schools as well as to 
the Young Men’s Leadership Academy school of choice. 
 
Key to the 2017 bond is a focus on improving learning environments in neighborhood high 
schools, especially for science, technology, engineering, and math (STEM) and for career and 
technical education (CTE). This is allowing for much-needed upgrades at all full-service FWISD 
high schools for such things as libraries, fine arts, athletics and infrastructure. 
 
Eastern Hills H.S. is undergoing the most visible and immediate transformation with daily 
demolition, renovation and construction occurring on virtually all parts of the 60-year-old 
campus. The school sits on more than 20 acres in the heart of the Eastern Hills, Handley and 
Meadowbrook neighborhoods. Moderate renovations are being applied to most areas of the school to 
meet the twenty-first century learning model. Common spaces are being renovated to create 
collaboration areas for learning and student interaction. Renovations include reclaiming or repurposing 
space to support career and technical education. Most visible from the street is the foundation work for 
a new three-story northwest addition originating from a renovated front entrance and main office area 
that will house a new modern library, science labs and a fine arts space that will take full advantage of 
natural light.  
 
The budget is over $48 million, which includes adding 55,303 new square feet and renovating 75-
percent of the school’s existing 200,000 square feet. Recent rains have slightly delayed drilling 
and site prep on certain outdoor projects, but overall construction, which began late last fall, is 
ahead of schedule and already more than 15 percent completed. The softball field, which has 
habitually posed wet conditions due to poor storm water drainage, is being overhauled to 
eliminate that problem. In addition, a new modern field house and coaching facility is currently 
being built at the south end of the football field to provide male and female student athletes and 
coaches of all sports access to modern training and learning opportunities. Completion of this 
massive project is scheduled for fall of 2021. 
 



Polytechnic H.S. is not far behind with its plan to receive new construction and renovations that 
will transform the historic 84-year-old eastside campus into a 21st century learning environment. 
With a budget of $52 million, more than 52,000 square feet will be added, and about half of the 
existing 187,044 square feet will be renovated. Polytechnic is receiving new Science classrooms and 
labs, and, much like Eastern Hills, common spaces are being renovated and renovations are being 
applied to various locations within the school to meet the twenty-first century learning model. This also 
includes reclaiming or repurposing space to support expanded career and technical education 
opportunities. Work started last year when athletic facility improvements were completed, 
including baseball and softball field renovations to level, sod and provide better irrigation. 
Portables were removed from the south side of the 84-year-old campus in the fall, and 
construction and interior renovations will be underway shortly. The completion date is set for 
January 2022. 
 
Paul L. Dunbar H.S. is receiving renovations to various locations within the 53-year-old building to 
meet the twenty-first century learning model. All renovations will include reclaiming or repurposing 
space to support career and technical education. The budget for Dunbar is $31,285,983. An 
additional 450 square feet are being added, while the majority of the 200,000 square foot campus 
is being renovated. The project for the 23-acre campus is just underway, with demolition and 
asbestos abatement starting this past March. An additional $3.9M was devoted to athletic 
facilities improvements, adding 4,000 square feet and renovating the existing 9,000 square feet, 
including the boys and girls locker rooms and weight room. That work was completed in 
November 2019, while the remainder of the work is estimated to be finished by January 2021. 
 
Work at O.D. Wyatt H. S. is already underway, as the design process is complete and interior prep 
work has commenced. Common spaces at the 53-year-old school will be renovated to create 
collaboration spaces for learning and student interaction. Moderate renovations will be applied to 
various locations within the school to meet the twenty-first century learning model, with renovations 
focusing on reclaiming or repurposing space to support career and technical education. The 
$43,668,821 budget will add almost 26,000 square feet, while about two-thirds of the existing 250,700 
square feet will be renovated. Opening date is being targeted for January 2021. 
 
With a $39,440,898 budget, Young Men’s Leadership Academy is scheduled to receive one of 
the more dramatic transformations of the eastside schools. Scheduled to open in January 2022, 
the 55,237 square foot school, which is located on the old Dunbar Middle School campus, will 
be completely renovated and have an additional 65,520 square feet added. The design process for 
this school of choice is 50-percent complete, so construction has yet to begin. In addition to 
campus updates, the school will receive new classrooms and a gymnasium. A completion date 
has not yet been determined. 
 
Information source: https://fwisd2017bond.com/ 
 


